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ike Copy of a Letter from Somerfetftiire, concerning a Strange 
Froft, which hath lately done much hurt about Briftol \ toge- 
ther withfome ufejul hints fuggefted upon that occafion. 

SIR, 

I Have my felf obferved, and heard from others, that 
much violent Raia fell in many places of England 
this laft Summer and Autumn 1672, And 'tis manifeft, 
that fuch vehement fhowcrs do wafh and carry away the 
Soil and ricbeft Compoft out of the common fields into the 
Rivers, and by them into the Ocean : Which is the caufe 
of barrenefs and fcarcity of Corn, and fometimes of a 
great mortality of Men and Cattle in the following years 5 
as I could make appear by many fad inftances. 

For a remedy agaioft Famine D or to prevent k,fome good 
Men, with much zeal for the publick welfare^ have ear- 
neftly fcllicited The Plantation of Orchards and Groves 5 ha* 
ving received it from a Tradition pretending to long Obt 
fervation and frequent Experience , that in thofe years, 
in which Corn moft fails, fruit, maft^hefnutSj wall-nuts, 
•and fach relief from our Trees, do moft abound. But 
there is no fufficienc defence againft Divine Judgments, 
till we return to our duty. That Orchards and Groves 
will nor do it, you may fee by the Narrative following 5 

The Freezing rain 3 wWch fell here the ninth, r enth, or 
eleventh of December laft, (for I cannot confine the time 
exactly) hath made fuch a deftru&ion of Trees in all the 
Villages and High ways from Brifiol toward Wells and to. 
wards shept on -Mallet, and towards Bath and Bruton, and 
in other places of the Weft, that both for the Manner and 
Matter it may feem incredible 5 and is more ftrange than 
I have found in any Englifh Chronicle. You will have the 
proof and manner and beftmeafure of it inaTranfcript, 
which I fhall here give you from a very worthy perfon 
of uncfueftionable credit, as you or others of your oear 
acquaintance do well know* 
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■*Tfi Utt pf*4igiw frofi {faith he) fotk much difabki 
w man/ old Orchard/ **p*ff4 1* th fiwrnBaft. fi&d it con * 

u eluded mtbfomzgnfls *f Wind) it *flij$t hpve been offadim- 
€Q portance; I weighed the §prigg tf m Afatne of ptt three 
** quarter* of pounds which rots hryugbt to my Table j the Ice 
a on it weighed fawn pt&4f p fojtdes what was melted off 
u bythehmdspf ifom fat brought it* 4 yery ffpallbent afi 
i% the fame time was produced, which had an ificte, encompajfing 
* c i/, of five inches round by me afire; Te( fill this while > when 
*' Trees and hedges y^re laadfin F*fb l c *> $ er * *w s m tot t0 h 
** (ten onourRivfre* fiorfo tnucb at on our finding fools v 2Vw 
^weareferhujly^^^rnfdfQrUspUnting^ 8atea D %f* 

Sir, The like, or worie and more! ftrapge conjplatnt$,I 
received from feveral other places^ and from Eye* Vfitnefc 
fes of credit. Some Travellers were almoft loft by the cold* 
nets of the freezing air, and freezing rain. All the Trees, 
young and old,on the highway from Briflol to shepton 9 wQtc 
fo torn and thrown down on both fides the ways, that 
they were unpaflable. By the like obftru&ions the Carri- 
ers oiSruton wereforc't to return back* Some were af- 
frighted with the »oife in the Air, till they difeerned that 
it was the clatter of Ipy bough* dallied one agaipft another 
<by the wind. Some told me, that riding on the fnowy 
Downs, they faw this freezing rain fall upon the f now,ana 
immediately freeze to Ice, without finking at all into the 
{now v fi> that the fnow was cpvered with Ice all along,and 
had been dangerous, if the Ice had been ftrong enough to 
bear them. Others were an their Journey when the Ice 
was able to bear them in fome places, ana they were in 
great diftrdr. 

I (aid, I could not pun#ually defiue the time when this 
freezing rain was moft violent and moft apparent. Dec .8* 
much fnow fell here ; the ninth, much rain fell here j and 
attthe fnow paffed away, PQt leaving an Icicle amongft 
us. The tenth day, we had fuddain fits of cold and relax- 
ing warmnefs* On Wednefday (Dec* 1 !♦) I faw a young 
man, who returning home from a Journey of five mUes, 
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and comipg toit.o % warm tQam> ? Icrjred out ©f extream for* 
ments in iff parts of His body. He affirmed tft at the Air, 
and the Wi& (which were the* fotoewhat high) were .fo 
unfu$erably cold, that he was in utter defpair of coming 
home alive 5 yet .all that day nothing but moift dew felt 
under our feet. If we fay, the Earth did (end forth warn. 
(teams to keep tjite freezing rain diffcflv<*d on her Surface j 
whence (hall we Ifay^he Air and 4 Rain and Winds got theft 
freezing Icicles, which opprefledpen and plants >. When 
the, candid Frofts do cover our Fruitless perfe&ly white 
(as 1 have oft*tinies feen it hold for fome w^eks together^ 
Jt is lo far from dofnghurt tt> the Tredi, that we have it in 
a proverb for a gooafign of abundance of fruit in the en- 
fuingyear : But iet this Freezing rain,as foon as it touched 
any bought fetled into Ice, and by multiplying and en- 
larging the Icicles' (efpeeially where it could lay hold on 
Mofs or other afperities of theTree)it broke all down with 
the weight* 

As foon as thtft Frofts were over, we had glowing heati 5 
which caufed a general complaint amongft us of exceffive 
fweating, by night and day* The bufhes and many flow- 
ers in the Garden appeared* in fuch forwardnefs t . ai Jf it 
wtztin Jprilot May, I fawyoung Coleworts growing ■> 
roots and leaves ; on the top, leaves of an older Colwort. 
Not far from my abode, an Apple-tree bloffomed before 
Chriftmafs : This I do riot mention for extraordinary -.5 but 
I think, *tis more than ordinary, that before New-years- 
tide this Apple- tree bore Apples perfe&ly knitted, and as 
big as ones fingers end* I had fome of thefe apples brought 
to me, which I iptended to fend you ^ but they fo withe- 
red in my pockef,that they have little refemblanceof what 
they were ,a fortnight fince, when they were greea and 
plump* 

It were to be wifhed, that forne ingenious men would 
(inftead of the conjt (Stares of weather' to comej; give a 
faithful and judicious accomptof the weather, and other 
remarkable accidents aijd phenomena, as they (ell out on 
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the fame day #fj&9 !4<?ath of ^th«;year foregoing. Hence 
we might in cinie 0?4teiae upon forne grounds, How far 
the Paiicions ofJRlaaets* or other iymptoms or coocomi^ 
tants^arelndicajtiveofW^ajthc^, Probably we may have 
forewarnings of Deaths or Famines, Epidemical difeafes, 
&c* and by their cauie* be inftru&ed for remedies or pre- 
vention. Certainly j by this method we may learn more 
in few years than at random ja- all the dayp -of our Ihort 
lives* And, if fuch Calenders might be had from other 
forreign and remote part^as from Qanttfck.* Tangier ,2V*m 
England^ Betmudos, \$ttbqdos, Jaw&ica, &c 5 we fijouJd 
make a clofcr chafe to inveftigjtte the caufe of Heat} at*d 
Cold, coafting R^huand coafting Winds* And this dili* 
gence would be profitable if obferved from feveral parts 
of England, Sea-coafts, Midland, &c. 

Neither would it lefsobligepofterity, if he, who writes 
the London-Calendar^ Would record at the end of every 
month thehigheftand lowefi price of Wheat, Rye,Barley 5 
Peafe, Beans, Oats, as they are fold in fome chief Market 
in London 1 and abftra& in One page the weekly Bills of 
Births,Burials, of Malesand Femajes. 

And the like Calenders are tot>e ^iflit frorn Paris^omt* 
Venu e ,■ Vienna, Madrid^ fince Major <?ra»4 hath drawn m 
good inftrudionsywhat manifold ufes may be made from 
fuch informations, &c. 

It cannot be expefted, that we fhould foonhave it re* 
giftred under every momh^h^^antit^andWe^ of J{$in 
that fulls every month, or in great fhowcr?, or long lafting 
rain. And though this woiild feem a dull work 3 yet it would 
fignifie (bmething to feme purpofes. 

In old Hiftoricslfind, that Earthquakes, Inundations, 
Droughts, Famine, Peftilcnqes, were each of them (in their 
feveral feafons,and fometimes one clofe on the heels of the 
other,) almoft univerfal over the known world; fome* 
times raging from place to pL=ce feveral years together. As 
the Learned Meade relateth of a Peftilence, which in the 
days of Gal/ui and Volnjianus began in /Ethiopia^ and for 
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ftftg#tfya« Wiffcd all the Roofan Prfcvinctf* %mrtmh 
bis Autlfor < j arid 1.7/^w bte abettor in thefe words j Ns* 
*M m^MfaajWlues tnihi ltS»Jpati& temfctumftve unarm. 
Ai frfagittfcftrtl famioe.fo ftorms and tempeft*,and (as far as 
I could eolleft) this froft, and feme winds, (more 10 fome 
pl^^ thtft io ether) did run from one place, and break out 
k^M«theif«t!iflferteg ; times and by fhort journeys, about 
WfiAilWatbthnfe.Thwnderis not often heard above twen- 
ty tfaileS off 5 except when it rolls about in a large compafs, 
or the found is affiftcd by the conveyance of Woods* Fo- 
refts,&ive*s orChanuels* Hence CorrefpoudeBce will be 
ticctffary to per fc& thefe Regiftcrs* 

If fach a %aknd*r as is hefie pfopofed, were happily be- 
gun* the leading example would draw on and grow to af* 
ford us better Light, than hath been hitherto affurcd by all 
the ifcmains of Aftrology* And they may make acquaintance 
with others who have a genius»ifttpldymentand opportuni- 
ires fit tti bear the trouble tf drawing the Tables of Weather 
and remarkable fatalities* Forewarning* may pre- 
pare us to confult for Preventions or Remedies* 
In the year 1629 or 1630 there was a Dearth 
ki England: And much talk there was then* that in London 
they had a way to knead and ferment boyled Turneps with 
a fmall quantity of mcail 5 and that it made better Bread for 
whitencfs, pleafantnefs, lafjing and who!efbmnef% than is 
made of the fineft flower o£ wheat, Turneps* Rapes, Gar* 
rets, Parfoeps, Potadocs, and other Roots lye fafe under 
ground from fcorching heat, and arc (aid to thrive bcft in 
the greatcft rain* Potadoeswere a relief to Ireland in their 
laft famine.They yield meat and drink.But after all our dili- 
gence and contrivances>our only fafcgaard is, to fcrve him* 
that is the Supreme Governor and Difpofcr of all 
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